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What is EFOMP?

• Founded in London 1980

• Professional body representing 
medical physicists (9,000) 
across Europe

• Structure: National Member 
Organisations [36] & Individual 
Members
• NMO’s run the show

• Individual members access 
education





What does it actually do?

• Mission
• Harmonise & advance MP both in professional clinical & scientific expression

• Strengthen & make activities of NMOs more effective by exchange of 
professional & scientific info by formulating common policies & promoting 
education & training



What’s this got to do with ALARA?

• Two main areas;
• Promoting and defining roles/responsibilities of the ‘Medical Physics Expert’

• Harmonising practice by means of EFOMP protocols

• Sounds simple, but what are EFOMP doing?

• Let’s start with the MPE …



MPE – Recognition, 
Role & Issues

• EFOMP Malaga Statement
• EFOMP recognition of National 

Registration Schemes

• Based upon existing EFOMP 
education & training framework 
for MPEs



MPE – Role & Issues

• EFOMP Malaga Statement
• Updates their desire for the role 

of MPE

• ‘Responsible for RP activities in 
hospitals [patient, staff, visitors & 
public]’

• RPE in hospitals should be an 
MPE

• Still a long way to go to meet 
these ambitions



MPE – Role & Issues
• So, key role of MPE is, with the 

clinical team, ALARA for both 
patient & staff doses

• This requires adequate 
numbers of MPEs to deliver this 
role

• EFOMP has published staffing 
level guidance (‘accepted’ by 
EU)

• I suspect no country currently 
meets these levels

• In UK we have a gathering crisis



MPE – UK Role & Issues

• UK regulates by defining how 
‘available’ MPEs are.

• Historically, more NM MPEs 
than IR

• I am probably only UK MPE only 
doing fluoro



MPE – UK Role & Issues

• UK NMO [IPEM] has 
undertaken workforce survey & 
tries to use EFOMP levels as 
target.



Now the positive news ☺

EFOMP is very active 
scientifically in improving 

practice







THE END!
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