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1. Introduction



Young Researchers’ Association in JHPS(1)

Young Researchers’ Association(YRA) in Japan Health Physic
Society(JHPS) since 1987 with 7 voluntary members

About 40 engineers and researchers (as of April 2017) younger than 36
years old from private companies, research institutions or academia

We specialize in radiation protectmn env1ronmental rad10act1v1tv, etc
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Young Researchers’ Association in JHPS(2)

Our main purpose of activities

1) To exchange information and discuss latest knowledge about radiation
protection among the members via periodical workshops and mailing
list.

2) To engage in educational activities on radiation protection to the
public

3) To cultivate domestic and international relationships with young
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2. Activities using Question
and Answer Website about
radiation in Daily Life



Background

The Fukushima Daiichi Nuclear Power Plant accident happened. (11 March 2011)

Artificial radionuclides to the environment
This fact made people upset and anxious.

A 4

Volunteers of JHPS built up a website named Questions and Answers about
Radiation in Daily Life. (from 25 March 2011)

I | For providing accurate information about radiation

and radioactivity via website to the public

Steering Committee of this Q&A site was officially established in JHPS.
(24 August 2011)

We describe an outline of the contents of questions sent to our Q&A
website and experience of activities for about two years after the
Fukushima accident.
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(As of March 2012)
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Steering Committee of Q&A site in JHPS(1)

Japan Health Physics Society Activity perio

I From August 2011 to A‘13_

Executive Committee

g é” -au O g § é,' Established in JHPS in 24 August 2011
%_ f.;" ?20: g ‘_i,U’) E;, 3 The committee Members (53 persons)
© 5 © c"cg’ g ag Breakdown:
S5 S o gr,g - 5 Executive members

g § § ;. = - 7 Senior Expert members

=] ?—,")*- S| |8 § * 24 Young Researchers Association

o > ~<f o || |members

> 4 - 17 Student’s Association members

oa)lwwo)) buluue|d oibaens




Steering Committee of Q&A site in JHPS(2)

The correspondence process of answering

1) Questions from the public
t!h P H Steering Committee of Q&A about Radiation in Daily Life "7

A 4
Q&‘f“ vyeb§1te al?out . Group to answer questions
Radiation in Daily Life
(http://radi-info.com/) 6) Send the answers’ drafts | Group 1 (Monday)
Secretariat Leader:1 person |
I l l Sub leader :1 person 1 expert
— A 7) Confirmation | [|9) Finalize the Other :2 persons
. . answers Group 2 (Tuesday) <+« 1 expert
2) Confirmation
of questions Executive members Group 3 (Wednesday) <1 expert
10) Post the | 8) Final confirmation of answers | Group 4 (Thursday) 1 expert
answers on :
the website 3) Assign question Group 5 (Friday) =1 expert
_ 4), 5) Share questions, confirmation of experts
V Secretariat
Secretariat

Secretariat sends questions every day to each group




Steering Committee of Q&A site in JHPS(3)

Basic stance of our committee for answering

1) To answer politely all questions from questioners
*Do not ignore similar questions

2) To say objective fact
*We calculate dose using reliable information and compare

with scientific data.
(Natural background and Epidemiological study)

3) To say our idea indirectly

4) To commit final judgment to questioners




The publication of a book about Q&A website
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- JHPS published a book(in Japanese)
on July 2013 for sharing the correct
information on radiation and our
activities for the two years.

This book mainly presents:

- The essence of all Q&A

- The result of the time series analysis
of the questions and questioners

- The basic knowledge on general

radiation protection




The Presentation to IRPA-13 at Glasgow
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- We presented our activity experiences
after Fukushima Accident as a poster
presentation in IRPA-13(May 2013) at
Glasgow, Scotland.

-You can see our presentation on IRPA
website as follows:
Poster presentation

Proceedings




3. Analysis of the questions

and the questioners
|



- contribution to

Stopped period Restart of
of contribution
to the website

5/26-6/5,

the website 8/21-

7/2-8/21
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(2) A questioners' characteristics

O Unlisted

1) Sex

These data were
based on self-

reported results from
questioners

[Investigation period]
March 2011- March
2013 (for 2 years)

Unlisted

@ 10s. 1%
’ B 20s, 7%

21%
sy ¥ Total
1867

0 30s

g Company employee

m Unlisted m Student, 2%

@ —0O Self-owned
/ business, 1%
otal
798

44%

3O Others

B Full-time
housewife

2) Occupation of the woman

O Public Officer, 2%

40s

\ L SOS, 3%

k“ 60s. 2%
B 708, 1%
0 80s, 1%

3) Age

-




(3) Question contents

- We classified question contents from questioners based on 11

[\b@83Gigation period]
March 2011- March 10%
2013 (for 2 years)

Exposure

Radioactive material

Health effect
Child

Decontamination

42%
Total 8%

Contamination
Atomic Energy
Infant

Radiation
Diet
Others
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(4) Main issues on the activities

We couldn’t confirm directly whether questioners
were able to understand our answers because of
answering questions via Internet.

—Namely it was Not face to face.

But we think it was good we answered questions
rapidly and carefully right after the accident.

=It was very important as responses to the public in
the early stage after the accident.




4. Summary




Summary

Most of questioners were full-time housewives in their 20s to
40s.

=Many women worried about the health effects of radiation on
their children.

These question contents were gradually changed depending on the
circumstances of the accident over time.

The number of questions to the website tended to decrease with
time.

We published a book about Q&As on July 2013.

We believe our activities have been generally able to contribute to
reduction of the people’s anxiety about radiation effects due to the
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Thank you for your attent

My email address: kono.takahiko@jaea.go.jp
| hope to keep in touch with you in the future!




